LIVING FAITHFULLY AT THE END OF TIME:

STUDIES IN 1-2 THESSALONIANS
Carl S. Hofmann

Week Eleven: The Sovereign Sweep of Salvation
We see here "a system of theology in miniature. The apostle's thanksgiving covers the whole work of creation from the eternal choice of God to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ in the world to come" --James Denney
Housekeeping, Check-in, and Review: 
1)
Next week: NO CLASS ON MARCH 27 (Spring Break)!
2)
Be sure to access past handouts and audio files at: www.tinyurl.com/pz3lost
Today's Passage: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 (use manuscript)
1)
Recall context (apostasy); look for "mood": indicative and/or imperative? Note three sections in our passage...

2)
Where is Paul praying for them? For what, exactly?
Biblical and Theological Observations 
1)
Denney's "system of theology in miniature": An introduction to a Reformed Ordo Salutis (order of salvation).

A.
Caution: The Bible only gives sketches of this; subsequent theologians/theologies have organized this more concretely. Different theologies organize and emphasize things differently. A reliably consistent Reformed order would be: CRFRJASPG:
C_______
(vv 13-14; John 15:16; Romans 8:28, 30; Eph 1:4)
R________________
(Eph 2:5; 2Cor 5:17; Tit 3:5)
F______________
(v. 13; Rom 10:9-10; Eph 2:8)
R______________
(Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; 17:30)

J_______________
(Romans 8:30; 10:9-10)
A______________
(Romans 8:15, 23; Gal 4:15; Eph 1:4-5)
S__________________
(v. 13; John 17:17; Rom 6:19, 22; 1Thess 4:3)
P__________________
(vv 14-15, 17; Heb 12:1; James 1:25)
G__________________
(v 14; Romans 8:30; John 17, esp vv 22, 24)
2)
Divine Election/Predestination" (vv 13-14): Confounding or Comforting?


A.
God's election of Israel is the prototype



- not just a privilege but a responsibility for mission and witness

B.
Safe bet: meant primarily as a comforting doctrine (Eph 1:4-5; Rom 8:28-30)


- it is reassurance to the saved, NOT exclusion for the damned

3)
Ends and Means (vv 13-14)

A.
Note the use of "through" in these verses!


B.
Evangelism and Divine Election



- God not only chooses people for salvation, he also chooses the means



- Romans 10:14-15 especially emphasizes this

"It is evident, then, that the doctrine of divine election, far from undermining evangelism, actually makes it essential, since it is through the preaching of the gospel that God calls us to himself" (Stott).

4)
Christian Stability: God's gift and a Christian's pursuit (vv 15, 17)


A.
Verse 15's imperatives: "stand firm" and "hold fast"



- These are a believer's responsibilities!


- the "traditions": apostolic teaching in the New Testament



- this is set in the context of the interpretive community of the Church (Stott)


B.
Verse 17's petition: may God strengthen/establish you



- God enables our good works and words to be effective and lasting


- we recall the doctrine of "synergism" (Philippians 2:12-13; 1Cor 15:10)


- "Everything that a Christian does, from belief to baptism to holiness to hope, is held within this framework of God's powerful love and grace" (N.T. Wright)

Practical Application 
1)
How do you respond to the idea of God's election? What feelings, concerns, or questions does this doctrine raise for you?
2)
What are some practical things (disciplines, practices, etc) you can do to "stand firm" and "hold fast" to your faith?
